
Council’s brave stand on bus service 

By ROBERT G. LI MI NG 

Guest  colum nist  

Like knights of old, Richland County Council m em bers took on the foul- tongued 
dragon of deceit  and decept ion Tuesday night  to r ide toward salvat ion of public 
t ransit  — they clearly didn’t  m iss the bus. 

A m ajorit y of m em bers refused to bow to m isguided m alcontents m ore interested in 
them selves than their com m unity. The council rejected increasing property taxes and 
instead advanced a well-developed plan to raise exist ing road m aintenance fees a 
palt ry 5.4 cents a day per vehicle to help fund safe, efficient  public t ransit  for all.  

I ncreasing exist ing road fees is fair and just . I t  affords us sufficient  t ime to work 
together t o forge an overall t ransit  system  that  will help all com m unit ies in the 
Midlands grow and prosper. 

Rabid crit ics of public funding will rush to condem n these stalwart  knights, but  I ’d 
challenge them  to leave their cars hom e and ride the bus with m e tom orrow. Most  
r iders are infirm , or poor, elderly, sim ple hard-working souls whose lives depend on 
effect ive public t ransit . 

The council’s m ajorit y refused to wallow in the polit ical blam e gam e over public 
t ransit . Frankly, there’s enough blam e for each of us. I  willingly accept  m y share for 
not  becom ing m ore involved sooner. Plenty have shirked their civic duty, and m any 
local governm ents have failed to pay their fare share, but  that ’s no excuse to 
abandon our buses. 

Self-appointed defenders of the public t reasury, intent  on badgering us into 
subm ission through half- t ruths and m uddied m isconcept ions, need to stand in the 
sweltering sum m er sun this week to r ide the bus with the nobodies, their unknown 
neighbors, and tell them  face- to- face why taxpayer dollars shouldn’t  help fund and 
advance public t ransit . 

Ask the Shandon at torney, Spring Valley soccer m om  or Heathwood banker with his 
three cars to r ide the bus one m orning and tell the young wheelchair-bound Midlands 
Tech student  we don’t  have any obligat ion to help her get  to class, because public 
buses are an unnecessary fr ill.  

Let  them  sit  next  to Tom m y after t elling him  not  a penny of their coveted tax dollars 
will go to funding bus service so the 53-year-old blind black m an, and som e of the 
other nearly quarter-m illion m onthly r iders, can’t  get  to their place of em ploym ent  
because people blessed with their own autom obiles can’t  afford a few pennies a day 
to help their neighbors. 

Maybe they have a point :  I f I  can afford a car,  I  should pay for all road paving 
m yself;  it  shouldn’t  be governm ent ’s obligat ion to build roads. Let ’s not  forget  
pedest r ians:  Why should our tax dollars be used to pay for sidewalks or installing 



walk/ don’t  walk signs? Let  the people who walk pay for them , not  those who own 
cars. 

These zealots pledged to elim inate the evil of public t ransit  should surely be at  the 
forefront  of abolishing public parks, baseball fields, tennis and basketball courts — 
after  all,  our neighbors should stay in their own yards. 

On Sept .  12, each of us who feels useless and unheard can do som ething:  We can 
at tend the public hearing on funding the bus system  and stand with the knights on 
Richland County Council. Tell them  how vital public t ransit  is to you. Please don’t  let  
Richland County m iss the bus. 

Mr. Lim ing works for  the S.C. Departm ent  of Health and Hum an Services. 
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